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CHAPTER 12. 
 

PRESIDENT DAVID WATSON: 2011 - 2012  . 
 
 
 

President Ivor Lewis opened the 321st general meeting on the 10th March 2011 and 
welcomed members, ladies and  visitors Christine Fyffe M.P for our area,  Bill Hardy,  
representing Rotary, Isabel Murfitt, Derek Gibson, John & Joan Watson,  Allan & 
Nola Coulton and Jill Hutchison,  
Derek Gibson was inducted as a member by the President. Derek replied briefly. 
Guest speakers. Bert Milgate advised the names of upcoming speakers. 
Activities Report. 
Ian Walker reported on “Morning Melodies which he said was excellent. 
Keith Taylor, our new Trips leader advised that the bus companies have all raised 
their fees and we may expect to be asked to pay over $45 from now on. 
A visit to see “The King’s Speech” will be held on the 28th April, meeting in the Senior 
Citizens Car Park at 9.30.a.m. 
The next Ramblers walk is on the 17th March at the Alfred Nicholas and George 
Tindal Gardens.  
The Probus Pals will meet on the 21st March at the Ringwood Club. 
Keith McLennan hopes that the Yarra Glen Races will be held in December. 
All is in  readiness for the car trip to Anglesea on the 28th March. 
The President presented certificates of appreciation to  
Bert Milgate 
Bill Molyneux 
Doug Mackie. 
Ray Galloway won the door prize. 
The General meeting closed at 10.15   
The President opened the 28th Annual General Meeting and welcomed all present. 
The Secretary moved that notification of the A.G.M. be taken as read. Agreed. 
He then read the Minutes of the 27th A.G.M. which were approved. 
President Ivor then presented his report for the year 2010-2011. 
The Treasurer presented his audited financial report for the year. He reminded 
members that their subscription of $40 was now due and payable. 
The President then declared all positions vacant and asked  Public Officer Bert to 
take the Chair as returning officer. 
Bert thanked all officers for their services to the Club and noted with sadness the 
passing of Treasurer Victor Scarborough. 
As nominations matched positions no election was necessary and nominees were 
duly elected to their posts as recorded at the end of the chapter.    
The Chair was handed back to Ivor who then inducted for his second Presidency, 
David Watson, and presented David with his collar, collar bar, pin and history. 
David then presented the other electees with their badges of office and named other 
positions. Their names are recorded at the end of the chapter. David nominated Bert 
Patrick as auditor and Bert Milgate as  Public Officer respectively which nominations 
were seconded by the Secretary and carried. 
The procedural motions which are required to be passed each year were duly read 
out and approved 
President David thanked all who were present and invited them to stay and partake 
of the delicious morning tea ostensibly brought by members but actually by our 
Ladies. Past President Ivor joined David in cutting the A.G.M. cake. 
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President David opened the 322nd general meeting on the 14th April and welcomed 
members, lady guests and  guests Allan & Nola Coulton (2nd visit), John & Joan 
Watson, Cec Lewis & Joy Brown, Ralph &Jeanette Sibley and Kathy Sibley (Pauline 
Scarborough’s sister). 
 All stood to remember Alby Dowel, Con Kleinsmit & Audrey Bennett, widow of our 
late Public Officer who have  died since  our last meeting. 
On a happier note the 50th wedding anniversary of Jim & Brenda McMinn was 
acknowledged with acclamation as was Sandy Orbison achieving his O.B.E. 
John Watson was inducted into the club by the President  and his wife Joan was 
welcomed. Both were presented with name badges etc. 
A letter has been received form Probus Centre South Pacific regarding Insurance for 
“all regular attendees” which encompasses our Lady Guests. This will result in a 
substantial increase in our fees to PCSP. However the President advised that there 
will be no increase in membership fees for the 2011/12 year as there has been no 
discussion on this by the Committee. 
Activities Reports. 
Keith reminded members of the cinema outing on the 28th April to see “The King’s 
Speech”. 
The next Ramblers walk will be doing the Warburton Trail on the 21st. 
Probus Pals will meet on the 16th May. Ladies are asked to contact Norma McMurray 
for details. 
 The annual car trip duly took place at the Big 4 Park at Anglesea. Everyone who 
attended had a great time according to the report-back from Kellie Heber-Percy. The 
Club’s Emeritus Poet Marlene Douglas wrote a special ode “Anglesea Angels” which 
Kellie read for the benefit of non-attendees. Winners were: 
Bocce  Kellie & Rosalind Heber-Percy 
Golf  Lauris Mackley and Bert Patrick 
 Quoits  Ian Walker. This was the first year for this sport. 
General Business. 
Jan West suggested that members and guests may like to attend local plays when 
block bookings reduce ticket prices. She agreed to co-ordinate this extra activity. 
 Bob Holt won the door prize. This was presented to him by Les Wanstall who has 
taken over this office from Stan Pickersgill. 
The “speaker” or should we more correctly say “singer” to-day was Alan Buckley who 
presented “Memories of a Minstrel Singer”.  

A lively entertainment enjoyed by all. 
 
On a rather cool, wet May day President David very warmly welcomed 36 members, 
38 lady guests and, each on their second visit, Cec Lewis & Joy Brown and Ralph & 
Jeanette Sibley. 
Media Mogul, Bill, has agreed to provide details of scams he has heard about. And 
will pass these to members either by E-Mail or in the newsletter. 
Activities Reports. 
Peter Tucker listed the following trips: 
May – Aviation Heritage Museum. (Later cancelled due to lack of support) 
June – National Gallery of Victoria. 
July – Christmas in July at Alfred’s Homestead. 
The Ramblers walk on the 19th May will be from the Maroondah Dam to Donnelly’s 
Weir. 
General Business. 
A number of folk will join Jan West for a production at the Basin Theatre. 
Jack McGuinness spoke of the need for preparedness for emergencies, thankfully 

never needed in the past.. Committee members will be recognised as wardens by 
their vests. Jack will use the September meeting to address us on procedures. 
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Bert Patrick won the door prize. 
Our own Reverend Donald McLean spoke to us of his 50 years as a Christian 
Minister. He and Margaret were presented with a gift to share. 
 
The 324th general meeting was opened by the President who welcomed members, 
ladies and guests Cec Lewis, Ralph & Jeannette Sibley, Allan & Nola Coulton, Stuart 
& Pauline Brown and Ron Aitken. Apologies were received from 37 members and 38 
lady guests. 
The Club learned with deep sorrow the death of Lyn Joseph after a long illness. A 
minutes silence was observed. 
On a happier note Allan Coulton, Ralph Sibley and Cec Lewis were inducted and 
welcomed to the Club. Their partners are Nola, Jeanette and Joy respectively. 
Activities Reports. 
Keith Taylor gave details of the following trips –  
June Manhattan Hotel lunch in lieu of NGV bus trip,  
July Christmas in July at Alfred’s Homestead,  
August Readings Cinema, Chirnside Park,  
September BBQ at Lillydale Lake  
November Bus trip to Barham. 
The Ramblers walk to Maroondah Dam had been enjoyed by all who attended and 
Jim advised that the next will be from Millgrove to Warburton along the Warburton 
Trail. 
Another outing enjoyed by all who attended was the play at the Basin Theatre. 
Marge Harding will co-ordinate the next Probus Pals afternoon at Zingers on the 18th 
July. 
General Business. 
There was no general business. 
M.O.E.R. 
Geoff Fraser advised that there was nothing to report. 
The door prize was won by Kellie Heber-Percy. 
 
President David welcomed members, lady guests, Ron Aitken, his 2nd visit and Betty 
Corbett, Bert Milgate’s sister, to the July meeting on the 14th. 
The President  advised of the death of former member Tommy Lyttle. 
Activities Reports. 
The outing to the Manhattan was, as usual, much enjoyed by all who attended. 
On 28th October it is planned to have an outing across the Bay to Geelong. 
A cinema outing to Reading Chirnside is scheduled for the 25th August 
The bus trip to Barham is fully booked with a waiting list. 
Cec Lewis reported on the Ramblers walk via Millgrove to Warburton. Russ 
Handasyde told members that the next ramble on the 28th July will include 
Schwerkolt Cottage and Mullum Mullum Creek. 
Speakers. 
Hugh Macaulay presented the following speakers 
August – Terry Kane a retired health inspector 
September – Jack McGuinness will instruct us in Emergency procedures. 
October – Margaret Edmonds – Gardens of the World. 
Probus Pals. 
18th July at Zingers Croydon 
September – Betty Izzard will arrange. 
Theatre Outings.  
August 7th at the Basin Theatre and 11th September at the Lilydale Athenaeum. 
General Business. 

The President thanked our Safety Officer Jack McGuinness for his gift to the 
Club of seven fluorescent jackets for our safety wardens. 
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Ian Robinson won the door prize. 
Our speaker to-day was Dr Robyn Woods who was assisted by Aaron. 
 
The President opened the August meeting and welcomed members and lady guests. 
There were no visitors. 
President David advised members of the passing of Sandy Orbison. Sandy was one 
of those unobtrusive Probians who did so much  for the Club without fanfare. All 
stood for a minute to remember him. 
On a happier note the President presented Don McMurray with his O.B.E. 
There was general discussion relating to a letter from Probus South Pacific in relation 
to our insurances and the establishment of a data base. The President assured 
members that all the matters would be discussed in detail at the next committee 
meeting and that he would report back at the September general meeting. 
Activities Reports. 
Bert Milgate reminded members of the up-coming speakers. 
Peter Tucker said what a happy day was had by all who attended the Christmas in 
July lunch.  Up-coming activities were  
22nd September – BBQ at the Lake,  
27th October Vietnam Veteran Museum,  
24th November Queenscliff to Portsea.  
Last but not least Peter confirmed that the Barham trip was fully booked with a 
waiting list.. 
The next Ramblers walk is to O’Shannassy’s Aqueduct. 
Probus Pals will meet on the 20th September at the Lilydale Chapel Restaurant. Betty 
Izzard agreed to organise this. 
Media Mogul had nothing of import to report. 
M.O.E.R.  
Geoff Fraser spoke briefly of the recent meeting attended by altogether 38 delegates 
and advised of the following up-coming events – 15th September – Spring Luncheon, 
13th March 2012 Annual Picnic. 
There are two theatre dates both on the 15th October The Sound of Music at  
Aquinas College and the Pyjama Game at the Whitehorse Centre. 
General Business. 
President David asked if anyone could help Bill Molyneux with the newsletter. 
The President apologised that he had left the lucky door prize at home so it was not 
won! 
Our speaker to-day was Terry Kane who spoke about his life as a Public Health 
Inspector.   
 
The President welcomed  members, ladies and guests Stuart and Pauline Brown, 
this was Stuart’s second visit, to the September meeting, our 327th.  
Activities Reports  
Ray Galloway reported back on the Ramblers trip to O’Shannassy’s Aqueduct. He 
recommended to other members the enjoyment to be had from this Club activity. 
Keith Taylor advised of the following trips –  
22nd September – Barbecue at Lillydale Lake,  
27th October - Lilydale Museum,  
24th November – outing to Queenscliff and Sorrento across the Bay. 
He said that the Bus trip to Barham was fully booked and there is a waiting list.. 
Bert Milgate reminded members of upcoming speakers as follows: 
October – Judy Vanrenen – Gardens of the world. 
November – Robyn Vella – Survival of country towns. 
December – Blyth & Caroline Osborne – A trip to Antarctica. 
The next Ramble will be on the 15th September to Yarra Bend Park. 
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Looking further ahead Ray Galloway spoke briefly about the car trip in March to 
Kilcunda. 
The next Probus Pals outing to the Lilydale Chapel Restaurant will be on the 20th 
September and is being coordinated by Betty Izzard. 
M.O.E.R= No report this month. 
General Business. 
The President answered questions pertaining to the Club’s insurances which had 
been raised in August. 
Also in relation to insurance a resolution tabled at the September Committee meeting 
was put to members and passed unanimously. 
PCSP requires all Clubs to provide details of each Club’s membership. Two options 
were available. After discussion the meeting agreed to Option No. 2. which requires 
the given name and surname ONLY of members and “regular attendees”. In our case 
“regular attendees” means our lady guests. 
The Club insurance has an age requirement. Participants aged 91-100 attending club 
outings must have a certificate from their doctor certifying them as fit for the 
excursion. Sadly centenarians can no longer get insurance from the Club.  
Keith Quibell mentioned that the Maroondah Symphony Orchestra will be performing 
at Cherry Tree on next Sunday for anyone interested.. 
The door prize was won by Ted Douglas.. 
There was no “Speaker” to-day as Jack McGuinness led us through our very 
important evacuation procedures 
 
The October meeting was opened by President David  with a big welcome for Stan 
Pickersgill after a long absence, members, lady guests and visitor Ron Aitken. 
President David congratulated all birthday boys and girls with special reference to 
former member Alf Morgan  who will be 99 this month. 
Cec Lewis introduced his long time friend Ron Aitken who was inducted into the club 
by the President. 
Arising out of the Minutes President David mentioned that at the evacuation 
demonstration last month the Hall was emptied in 11/2 minutes. A laudable effort. He 
again thanked Jack and Meg for their gift to the club of orange jackets for the Fire 
Wardens 
Activities Reports. 
Bert Milgate updated members and guests on the forthcoming speakers. 
Keith Taylor did likewise for trips and other activities. He outlined the cancellation 
policy which applies to members visiting the motel at Barham. 
The ramble at Yarra Bend park, whilst a long walk, had been much enjoyed as it had 
been “lots of fun” so said our reporter. 
March car trip. Ray Galloway reported that 22 folk have indicated their interest. 
Pauline Scarborough has offered to officiate at the Probus Pals outing to the “Jump 
Inn” at Jumping  Creek in November. 
The Media Mogul spoke about the hazards of being “misplaced” on the last Ramblers 
outing. 
M.O.E.R. To no one’s surprise there was no report. 
There will be an outing to the Basin Theatre to see “The Jigsaw” in November. 
General Business. 
There was none, not even a  door prize. 
Our speaker to-day was Judy Vanrenen who presented a colourful power point 
presentation of various garden trips around the world.   
 
The President welcomed members, lady guests and visitors, John Wilby, Derek & 
Maureen Burr and Stuart & Pauline Brown to the November meeting. 
Stuart and Pauline were welcomed as members of the Club being inducted by the 
President David. 
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Activities Reports. 
Bert Milgate gave us news of upcoming speakers as follows: 
December – Blyth and Caroline Osborne – A trip to the Antarctic 
January David Kelly – Chinese Medicine and acupuncture 
February Our Own Graham Joseph – Off shore trading. 
Trips. 
Keith Taylor reminded us that 
24th November – Queenscliff to Sorrento 
27th November – 5 day Barham Coach trip. 
15th December – Christmas lunch at Sanctuary House 
17th February – Waverley Theatre – The Iron Lady 
The Probus Ramblers rambled to Croydon Hills  reported as a “gentle walk on a 
warm day”. They intend to ramble to the Cheviot Tunnel on the 17th of this month. 
Ray Galloway gave more details of Kilcunda our venue for the 2012  annual car trip. 
Pauline Scarborough has kindly agreed to run the Probus Pals outing to Jump Inn 
Café on the 15th . 
General Business. 
President David spoke of the need for Committee members for 2012/13 reminding 
members that for the first time in the history of the Club he was what he termed “a 
recycled” President.  
The Media Mogul asked if someone would be prepared to be his stand-in to prepare 
the newsletter in his absence. 
Two lucky winners this month of the door prize were Brian Walsh and Bert Milgate. 
Our speaker this month was Robyn Vella from Wedderburn who spoke with 
enthusiasm about the survival of country towns.  
 
The last meeting of the Calendar Year was No. 330 and  the President  welcomed all 
present with a special welcome to Shirley Miles, Arthur Coster’s daughter.  
After wishing all birthday boys and girls a happy day some special anniversaries 
were announced – John & Lorraine Dineen 40 years , David & Rhonda Watson 42, 
Milton & Ann Sansom 55 years. Hearty applause for these stalwarts. 
The Club heard with regret of the resignation of Terry Pollock.  Ray Galloway agreed 
to step in as Vice President and to accept nomination as President for 2012/13. This 
was carried with acclamation and relief. 
Activities Reports. 
Bert Milgate confirmed that the speakers for this month, January and February were 
unchanged. 
John Nunn reported on the Queenscliff to Sorrento trip as being a very happy day. 
Kellie Heber-Percy outlined the very successful trip to Barham. 9 Probians and 16 
ladies went on this excursion. Keith and his team were congratulated for all their 
work to make this such a great time. 
Keith Taylor reminded members of the following: 
15th December – Christmas lunch 
12th January  BBQ lunch following January meeting 
17th February – Cinema trip. 
Ramblers. 
Cec Lewis reported on the ramble to Cheviot Tunnel. There will be no ramble in 
December. 
Kilcunda. All attendees to remember that the colour theme is PINK! 
Jan West will host the Probus Pals on the 11th January at the Ringwood Club. 
The winner of the door prize was acclaimed when it was announced that it was our 
new Vice President. 
Our speakers were Blyth and Caroline Osborne who showed us a wonderful power 
point presentation of their trip to Antarctica. 
 



 7 

The President welcomed members, ladies and visitors, Max & Joan Wilson to the 
January 2013 meeting. 
A minute of silence was observed to remember Cath Hill, Lila Cockcroft and the 
grandson of Hugh & Betty Macaulay. 
President David thanked those who had volunteered for the Committee for 2012/13. 
He mentioned that someone prepared to take the post of Vice President was 
needed. 
The Secretary advised that he now needs to inform our Insurance Company each 
year by 12th April  of the names of all members and regular attendees. This is a new 
requirement. 
The Secretary also read the formal Notice for the A.G.M. 
Activities Reports. 
Bert Milgate advised that our expected speaker to-day was not able to come and 
would be replaced by Lyn Geer from The Smith Family. 
He also confirmed the speaker for February and advised that the speaker in April will 
talk on family history and ancestry. 
The President advised that as there were not enough members who had made a firm 
booking for the lunch to-day this had been cancelled. He also advised that due to 
members booking for but not paying for or attending the Christmas lunch at 
Sanctuary House, the Club had been involved in a costly outlay and loss. This 
cannot be allowed to happen again. 
Keith Taylor spoke on the following: 
16th February – Waverley Theatre – The Iron Lady. 
17th May – Manhattan lunch – self drive. 
2nd June – Self drive to Cranbourne Gardens. 
Probus Ramblers will visit Blackburn Lake on the 19th January. 
Extra Curricular: 
Lillium Show at Ferny Creek on the 21st and 22nd January followed by a plant sale at 
the same venue on the 10th and 11th March. 
General Business. 
President David advised that due to the increase in our Insurance and other costs 
the Executive Committee had agreed that the fees would increase from this year to 
$50. Lady Guests are not expected to make any payments. 
Graeme West won the lucky door prize. 
As mentioned above our speaker was Lyn Geer. Lyn has spent many years with 
VIEW and The Smith Family, and spoke of her involvement with these organisations 
 
President David welcomed members, ladies and Alan & Maureen Peck to the 332nd 
general meeting of the Club. Especially he welcomed back Denis & June Lawson 
and Ken & Heather Brooks. 
All stood for a minute in silence to remember Past President Geoff Paul. The 
President read a brief summary of his time at the Club. 
Activities Reports. 
Bert Milgate gave a brief list of forthcoming speakers and Keith Taylor did likewise for 
trips. 
The ramble to Blackburn Lake had been a great day. Ramblers were advised of a 
change for this month. It will now be on the 23rd at the Mount Evelyn Viaduct. 
Jan West distributed Theatre going lists. 
General Business 
President David reminded members that it is their duty, not that of their partner, to 
bring a plateful of goodies to the A.G.M. on the 8th March. 
Jack McGuinness reminded members of the importance of evacuation procedures. 
Probus Travel Insurance is available to financial Probus members which  can include 
accompanying partner. 
Ivor Lewis qualified for kitchen duties in March having won the lucky door prize. 
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Graham Joseph spoke on an ex-pat’s experience of offshore trading. 
 

2011 – 2012 Office Bearers 
 

Office Bearer 

President David Watson 

Vice President Terry Pollock/ Ray Galloway 

Secretary Doug Mackie 

Trips Keith Taylor, Peter Walter, Peter Tucker 

Treasurer Keith Quibell 

Committee Member Peter Walter 

Committee Member Peter Tucker 

Committee Member Keith Taylor 

Committee Member Geoff Fraser 

Trades Register Russell Handasyde 

Speakers /Welcomer Bert Milgate 

Public Officer Bert Milgate 

M.O.E.R. Geoff Fraser 

Newsletter  Bill Molyneux 

Car Trips Ray Galloway 

Catering John Dineen 

Auditor Bert Patrick 

Probus Ramblers Jim McMinn 

P.A. System Ted Douglas 

Almoner Brian Walsh 

Safety Warden Jack McGuiness 

Bowls Coordinator Keith Taylor 

Club History Kellie Heber-Percy 

Door Prize Les Wanstall 

 
2011 -  2012    Outings and Trips. 

 

Date. Details. 

28th March – 1st April Car Trip to Anglesea Big 4 holiday Park 

21st April  Probus Ramblers on the Warburton Trail 

28th April “The Kings Speech” – Cinema Outing 

16th May Probus Pals 

19th May Probus Ramblers Maroondah Dam to 
Donnelly’s Weir 

15th June Hoyts Eastland – Oranges and Sunshine 

23rd June Lunch at the Manhattan hotel 

? June Ramblers – Millgrove to Warburton 

21st July Christmas in July –  
Alfred’s Homestead 

28th July Ramblers walking the Mullum Mullum 
Creek and seeing Schwerkolt Cottage 

18th August Ramblers O’Shannassy Aqueduct 

15th September Ramblers – Studley Park and Yarra Bend 
Park 

20th September Ramblers – Croydon Hills 

20th September Probus Pals – Lilydale Chapel 
Restaurant 

22nd September BBQ at Lillydale Lake bring everything 
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20th October Ramblers – Croydon Hills 

27th October Lilydale Museum 

15th November Probus Pals – Jumping Inn Café  

15th November Basin Theatre “Jigsaws” 

17th November Ramblers – Cheviot Tunnel at Yea 

24th November Queenscliff to Sorrento across the Bay 

27th November – 3rd December  Bus Trip to Barham 

15th December Christmas Lunch at Sanctuary House 

19th January Ramblers to Blackburn Lake 

21st/22nd January Lillium Show at Ferny Creek 

17th February Waverley Cinema – “The Iron Lady” 

23rd February Ramblers at Mt Evelyn Aqueduct 

 
 

2011 - 2012    Guest Speakers. 
 

Meeting No.  Date. Speaker. Subject 

322 April 2011 Alan Buckley Memories of a Minstrel singer 

323 May Rev Donald 
McLean 

50 years of Christian Ministry 

324 June Jim McMinn His role as a guide at Healesville 
Sanctuary 

325 July Dr. Robyn 
Woods 

“ASPREE” Aspirin in reducing Events 
in the elderly 

326 August Terry Kane Life as a Public Health Inspector 

327 September Jack 
McGuinness 

Emergency Procedures 

328 October Judy  
Vanrenen 

Gardens of the World 

329 November Robyn Vella The survival of country towns 

330 December Blyth & 
Caroline 
Osborne 

A trip to the Antarctic 

331 January 
2012 

Lyn Geer The Smith Family 

332 February Graham 
Joseph 

An ex-pat’s experience on off-shore 
trading 

  
 

2011 - 2012   New Members. 
 

Date. Member. Partner. 

10th March 2011 Derek Gibson  

14th March John Watson Joan 

9th June Allan Coulton Nola 

9th June Ralph Sibley Jeannette 

9th June Cec Lewis Joy  

13th October Ron Aitken - 

10th November Stuart Brown Pauline 

 
2011  -  2012   Resignations. 

 

Name. Position(s) Held. Dates of Membership 
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2011 - 2012   Bereavements. 

 

Name. Position(s) Held. Dates of membership. 

Sandy Orbison Inter-Club Bowls, 
Catering, Distribution of 

news letter 

14th February 2002 – 9th 
August 2011 

 
 

2011 - 2012 Attendance. 
 

Month. Members. Ladies. Visitors. Apologies. 

March 37 32 6 22 

April 42 39 9 21 

May 36 38 4 24 

June 37 38 8 28 

July 38 41 2 30 

August 39 38 0 21 

September 38 38 2 30 

October 42 43 1 22 

November 45 43 5 14 

December 43 41 1 22 

January 40 38 2 18 

February 46 43 2 15 

 
 

O.B.E’s Presented. 
 

Name. Date of Birth. 

Don Mc Murray 7th August 1931 

 
 
 


